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20 supsrstition into book form, 


is very atbractively gotten up, and doss great credit to 


lready know my sstimate of the contents of thse 


new house for ssveral weeks, and are 


1 to be done 


Me. Hand a short time ago, 


he thousht yeu would the Review of Reviews, and I wrote hin 
asking him to see that it was sent to your address, and I hepe that it 


Will come vesularly and be of service to you. 


All join. me wishes to you, and in the hopes that 


your health will continue good during this coming stay in Africa. 


Yours very truly, 


I am, 


fo = 
Reve Re He Nassau, Dede, 
Batansa, 
Gaboon, West Africa, 
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OFFICE OF SECRETARY 


Decenber 10th., 1904, 
The Rev. Robert H. Nassau, D.D., 
Batanga, Kamerun, W. Africa, 
My dear Dr. Nassau; 
TI have often thought of you since yon returned to 
the field. I hope you arrived safely and in good health. 

I have recently had very great pleasure in reading your hook 
'Petichism in West Africa". I enclose a review in the Pittsburg 
Banner of November 3, 1904, I have just written a review myself 

lication in the New York Observer. It may be two or three 
weeks yet before it will published and I enclose a copy herewith:- 

We are in deep sorrow here hy reason of the death of the Rev, 
William M. Paxton, D.D.,LL.D., the senior member of the Board, He 
had been a member of the Boérd since 1861 and during those forty- 


three years had shown himself a man of unusual ability, breadth of 


sympathy, soundness of judgment and fervor of missionary conviction, 


. 


You doubtless know that he was for seventeen years pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church of New York City, and that under his leadership 
that congregation hecane famous for its large gifts to missions, In 
1883 he became professor in Princeton Theological Seminary where he 
remained until his death the morning of November 28th, at the advanced 
are of nearly eighty-oue. He was a man of rare Sweetness and beauty 

of Christian character end we sorely miss him. He was the Chaiman of 
the Committee of the Board which nominated me to the Secretearyship 
nearly ten years ago aid on my arrival in New York he was kind emough 


to take a deep personal interest in me, I was frequently in his home 


and I came to love him as a father, And yet we ought not to mourm 


his departure for he liveé to a good 01a age and after an eminently 
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Schenectady, N. Y.,Dec. 13, 1904. 


Rev. Dr. Robert Hamill Nassau, 


My dear Cousin Harill:- 

You may be interested in the enclosed copy of order to 
Charles Scribner's Sons. I am sending your book to a number of my 
friends, together with my Christmas greetings. To some of them I 
am giving a little sketch of your work. 

I dined the other evening with Arthur Scribner and he told 
me that your book has been very favorably criticised. They 
themselves have been very much interested in it. 

I have peen very much interested in it and am indebted to 
you for giving me the pleasure I have exper iented in reading it. 

I regret very much that I did not see more of you when in 
this country. I heard recently that you were in the Adirondacks, 
quite near us. If I had known it I would most assuredly have 
written you to stop over here on your return South. 

Walter Lowrie of China was here the other Sunday and gave 
us a splendid talk on the subject of his work in China. I knew 
him when a boy and he is the only fellow with whom I ever roomed so 
that I was particularly interested in seeing him. 

Charles N. Lowrie has been here frequently of late in 
connection with some landscape work which he is doing for us. He 
is a fine fellow and through him I have kept pretty close track of 


you. 


There has been little change in this country since you 


left. The Presidential election was a tremendous § 


urprise to all 
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of State, 


Yeurs very truly, 


SMB /V i ALK, 


voile! — is Mitel se preee CENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY. 


, 


of us. We knew that Roosevelt would be elected but we had no idea 
he would be elected by such an overwhelming majority. I hope it 
will not spoil hin. 

If I only knew how to send you a set of his works I would 
do so. I can afford the cost of the works but whether I can afford 
to send them all the way to Africa, I am unable to state. Suppose 
you let me know. 

Brigadier General Charles L. Davis is now living in 
Schenectady with his wife and daughter and is quite an addition to 
our society. Schenectady has grown from 18,000, when I came here, 
to 60,000 and is now quite a city. 

General Davis is interested in the Hamill family history 
and he and I have been looking up some family charts which will be 
of interest to you. I am sending you one under another cover and 
you no doubt will be interested in it. This is not complete and is 
now being revised and brought down to date. 


Believe me, with a great deal of love and affection, 


Yours very sincerely, 


SMH/W 
Enc. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 
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OFFICE OF SECRETARY 


Jan. 30th, 1905. 


The Rey. R. H. Nassau, BD. D., 
Batanga, Kamerun, West Africa. 
My dear Dr. Nassau:- 
I enclose a review of your book "Fetichism in West Africa" 

which appeared in "The New York Times" of January 14th. I hear the 
book very favorably spoken of. 

The Twelfth Annual Conference of the Representatives of the 
Foreign Missions Boards of the United States and Canada has recently 
been held in New York. Officers and members from all the leading Boards 
of both countries were present and the Conference was interesting and 
helpful to an unusual degree- The papers were carefully prepared and 
the discussions were frank and full. Of course you will receive in due 
time a printed copy of the proceedings. Some very serious problems were 


considered- It is hardly possible to state yet what conclusions will 


2) 
ultimately be reached on some of thfse problems, but we are feeling our 


way along trying to learn by experience. A distinct advance movement 
was the discussion on the appointment of a general committee on Refer- 
ence and Arbitration. The purpose is to bring the various boards into 
closer co-operation. As a member of that Committee I have a special 
interest in it and we earnestly hope that some practicable benefit to the 
whole work will result. Organic union may yet be a long distance in the 
future, but I hail as a favorable sign of the times every movement 
toward closer fellowship, and I feel that whenever we have a chance to 
bring our work into more effective and harmonious relations, we ousht to 
take advantage of it. 


Cordially yours, 
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CABLE ADDRESS: THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


“INCULCATE,"’ NEW YORK Apa 
FOREIGN MISSIONS CODE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S.A SAISON, SCUARE BRANCH 
A.B.C. CODE, 4TH EDITION P. ©. Box No. 2 


156 FIFTH AVENUE 


OFFICE OF SECRETARY NEW YORK 


June 26th,1905. 

The Rev. Robert H. Nassau, M. D., De Ds, 

Batanga, Kameruns, West Africa. 
My dear Dr- Nassau:- 

The pressure incident to the close of our fiscal year is 

as you know always heavy. I have the privilege of correspondence with 
thirteen missions @nd four hundred and fifty missionaries, and this 
means of course a great amount of official correspondence and much 
labor in handling estimates and making out new appropriations, studying 
and presenting to the Board the minutes of the annual meetings of mis- 
sions and writing the letters which they call for, preparing reports for 
the General Assembly, etc. Then came the General Assembly itself, tak- 
ing ten days and this was soon followed by the annual conference with 
newly appointed missionaries taking ten days more, and that in turn by 
what I might call an itinerating trip to Indiana. Amid all there have 
been articles to write and many speeches to deliver on various occasions 
and various places. However, I have kept up promptly all my correspond- 
ence with the missions and every request from the field requiring at- 
tention by the Board has been immediately attended to. But my personal 
correspondence with individual missionaries has become somewhat con- 
gested, so that 1 now am rather dismayed to find that I have not yet 
acknowledged your letters of Tebruary 18th, March 17th and May 4th. 
Each letter, however, was read immediately on its arrival. 

It is a pleasure to know that you are so gratified by my re- 
view of your boos. I have re-read several parts of the book since I 


wrote you, and my original impression as to its value has only been 


strengthened. It is admirable in every way. 


(Nassau). =n 


We appreciate the perplexity of the questions to which you re- 
fer in your two lester letters. Dr. Halsey did not complete his report 
until last week. A meeting of the Africa Committee was immediately 
called, the Committee having recently been enlarged by the admission 
of several additional members. The Committee met the 22nd instant and 
considered quite a number of the matters referred to in the Minutes 
of the Annual Meeting, and the report of Dr- Halsey. Of course it was 
mek easy to reach conclusions on most of them and those conclusions will 
be sent to the field in a mission letter as soon aS they are passed upon 
by the Board at its next meeting. Of course the|Board may change them in 
some respects, but they will go in the form findlly adopted. 

There was a long discussion of the quqstions raised by your 
resignation. The|Committee felt, however, that |the issues were too large 
and serious to be|hastily decided. There was alvery manifest feeling 
on the part of akl+to consider the matter from Me view-point of your 
interest as well «s from the view-point of the lission. The Committee 
did not appear to feel that the way was clear t»}close the pS at 
that meeting and so it was deferred fpr further consideration at a 
meeting to be held in the fall after the members/of the Committee return 
from their vacations. This will mean that the BOard can take no ac- 
tion until the third Monday in September as that/will be the first 
meeting after the vacation season, and it is quite possible that action 
will not be takemuntil the following meeting which will be héld the 
first Monday in Otober. You may be sure, my dear Doctor, that we shall 
move carefully inthis matter with dae regard to all the interests that 
are involved: THe members pf the Committee who expressed themselves on 
the subject feel jos I do and as Dr- Halsey and all my col@eagues feel 
that your long amc honorable service in the mission field entitled you 
to the utmost coOmideration. 


about : 
I am cOncerned ®¥ the health of your Jeloved sister. I fear 
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ce 


from reports that she is far from well. Will you not give my kindly 
salutations to her- I am glad to know that you #nd she remain to- 
gether at Batanga. It is evident from Dr. Halsey's Report that it 

was expedient to make a good many changes ab Batanga, but personally 

I feel that someone ought to be there, and I am glad that you and Miss 
Nassau are on the ground.to look after the various interests that are 
involved, while the question of its future is being worked out. 

We have recently received the Mission cable regarding the re- 
turn of Mr. Kerr, and it will be presented to thé Board at the first 
opportunity. Especial consideration was given to the desire of Dr. 
McMillan to return|to the field and careful inquiry was made in the com- 
munities in this country where he has lived since his return from Africa. 
Nothing developed reflecting upon his Christian character, but it ap- 
peared to be the ¢pnsensus of opinion that it would not be wise to ap- 
point him to Africs and the Home Department ei fs was Obliged to 
write to him to tht effect. 

Just now the excitement over the impending close of the Russia- 
Japan war is absoriing the attention not only of Washington, but of the 
whole country: Yo..doubtless know from the newspapers that you get from 
home that President Roosevelt, with characteristic straight-forwardness, 
wrote to the Goveriments of Japan and Russia his earnest desire and the 
earnest desire of) the whole world that the slaughter of war should cease, 
and that the two blligerant powers should enter upon direct negotiations 
with one another Tir the establishment of peace- Japan made a prempt 
and wholly satisfactory reply. Rtissia, as usual, made a reply which ap- 
peared to be someWiat evasive. However, both Governments have now 
agreed to appoin® ‘lenipotentiaries and they are to meet here in Wash- 
ington the first ©: August. Everybody praises President Roosevelt, and 


telegraphic dispat:nes from Europe indicate that his accomplishment 


in this directiom tas centered upon him the attention pf the whole civil- 


(Nassau). win 


ized world. It 1s regarded as a great thing that the American Govern- 
ment should have taken the initiative in this matter ahd the result 
will surely be tO enhance the influence of our country abroad. 

Just what the outcome will be, however, it is difficult yet 
to state. Efforts to bring about an armistice have failed amd so far 
as we can judge from the closely censored dispatches from Manchuria, 
another great battle has already begun. It is plain that the Japan- 
ese do not trust the Sincerity of the Russians lang that they are not 
disposed to sacrifice the military advantage of their position until 
peace negotiations have been formally begun in Vashington. Japan has 
bitter reason to distrust the Slav, and the tenor of the Russian re- 
plies to President Roosevelt's overtures gives Bone ground for the 
continuance of that distrust. Still, while another great battle is 


evidently to be foight, all indications point no to the early t#ose of 
Aa ve 


the war. The defeat of Russia has not only bé@e@n decisive, but over- 


whelming. There is something fascinating and Yet something appalling 

in the crushing overthrow of the Russian fleet vy Admiral Togo. It is 
generally considered the greatest naval battle in history and the amaz- 
ing thing of it is that a fleet whichm in its material equipment was 
regarded by naval experts as equal to the Japanese fleet, should have 
been practically ennihilated with virtually no loss at all to the Japan- 
ese fleet. 

We have @very reason to thank God over the result, for Russia 
stands for despotism not only politival but intellecttial and religious, 
while Japan, with all her faults, stands for the open door in the far 
East. The triumph of Russia would have closed Korea to the outside 
world and would have retarded for centuries the Cevelopment of China. 
But the victory of Japan means that Korea and Notth China will be more 


widely open than ever before to the great transforming influences of the 


(Nassau). 
modern world and to the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
so we have still another reason for saying that God reigns. 


remember me cordially to your sister. 


Affectionately yours, 


Qf. Brornn 
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